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Once upon a time...  not so long ago...  there was a girl who fell in love with a great 
country, its culture, its language and its people.   
  
It all started in a chat room, fuelled by a few pictures, and it grew into a deep rooted love 
for Greece.  The girl had only one goal - to visit the country of her dreams.  On 20 
October 2001 the dream finally came true! 
 
But Greece would never release her again, and she is longing to be a part of this 
incredible culture - where the ancient is at peace with progress, where the soul finds it 
easy to be close to God. 
 
In these few pages she will be sharing her dream with you! 

 
 
 

Please Note 
 

There are many links to external websites in this 
document, and some of them may not work 
anymore. At the time of original publication all the 
links were checked, but this was NOT done again 
with the later publications.  I will endeavour to 
recheck all links in the near future, and to make 
changes accordingly.  Also, prices (i.e. visa 
applications) are outdated by now, and will be 
updated in due course. 
 
Please view this document as a tool to excite the 
reader about Greece, and NOT as a factual 
document. 
 
I apologise for any inconvenience. 

 
Credits 
 

Athens Picture by Greek National Tourism 
Organization 
Other Pictures by Greek National Tourism 
Organization and Emmanuel 
Collage compiled by Sean Nel 

Fall in Love with Greece 

and Everything that is Greek 
Greece with its sharpness of colour and 

light, brilliant blue sea and sky, stark 

white houses splashed with green, blue 

and pink, shimmering green trees 

festooned with olives and lemons and 

grandiose relics of ages past will 

captivate all who cross her shores. 
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Maps 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Credits 
Maps by Greek National Tourism Organization 

Maps & Stuff 
 

Greek National Anthem 
 
Listen to the Greek National Anthem (Tiamari.com)  
Listen to the Greek National Anthem (alternative destination) 
 
The National Anthem: in Greek and English 
 
I recognize you from the great sharpness of your sword… 
I recognize you from your look... 
that crosses all earth at once…  
taken out from the holy bones of all Greeks... 
 
I salute you, freedom… 
 
(informal part-translation by Andreas Sabatakos) 
 
 
 

Credits 
Anthem by Alexandros 
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The Greek Flag 
 

The Flag of Greece 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The pattern and colors of the Greek Flag haven't changed a lot since the Revolution of the Greek Nation in 1821. 
Many people wonder why the founders of the Hellenic Democracy have chosen the symbols, patterns and colors 
that appear on the National Flag of Greece. It is difficult to reveal the true intentions of the people responsible 
for the selection of the flag. This is a personal attempt to interpret the designs and colors of the flag and its 
relation to Greece and Hellenism. 
 

   

The designs, symbols and patterns of the Flag 
 
The number of the lines is based on the number of the syllables in the Greek phrase: Eleutheria H Thanatos 
(Liberty or Death). Liberty or Death was the motto during the years of the Hellenic Revolution against the 
Ottoman Empire in the 19nth century [There are claims that the number of lines reflects the number of letters in 
the Greek word for Freedom which equals 9]. This word stirred the heart of the oppressed Greeks, it created 
intense emotions and inspired them to fight and gain their freedom after 400 years of slavery. The line pattern 
was chosen because of their similarity with the wavy sea that surounds the shores of Greece. The interchange of 
blue and white colors makes the Hellenic Flag on a windy day to look like the Aegean Pelagos (sea). Only the 
quaint islands are missing! The Greek Square Cross that rests on the upper left-side of the flag and occupies one 
fourth of the total area demonstrates the respect and the devotion the Greek people have for the Greek 
Orthodox Church and signifies the important role of Christianity in the formation of the modern Hellenic Nation. 
During the dark years of the Ottoman rule, the Greek Orthodox Church helped the enslaved Greeks to retain 
their cultural characteristics: the Greek language, the Byzantine religion and generally the Greek ethnic identity, 
by the institution of the Crypha Scholia (secret schools). The Crypha Scholia were a web of schools that operated 
secretly throughout Greece and were committed in transmitting to the Greeks the wonders of their ancestors 
and the rest of their cultural heritage. Today, Christianity is still the dominant religion among Greeks. Therefore 
the existence of the Cross is justified. 
 

   

The colors of the Flag 
 
Blue and White! These two colors symbolize the blue of the Greek Sea and the Whiteness of the restless Greek 
waves! According to the mythic legends, the Goddess of Beauty, Aphrodite (Venus) emerged from these waves. 
In addition, it reflects the blue of the Greek Sky and the White of the few clouds that travel in it. There are some 
who speculate that the blue and white symbolize the similar color of the clothing (vrakes) of the Greek sailors 
during the War of Independence. 

  
 

 
Credits 
Flag  Information by Stamatina and The Greek Flag (This page is a contribution of Konstantin Efantis, 
administrator of the Hellenic Sudent Association at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign) 
Flag pictures by Stamatina  and Corbis 
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About Greece (1) 
Why Greece?  
  
Greece, the cradle of western civilization and home of the world's first democracy, is a land of legend and history 
and of sun and fun. Its natural magnificence - sunshine, blue seas, rugged mountains, secluded coves, landscapes 
of vines, olives and cypress groves - together with its many treasures of past glory, myths and legends, its vibrant 
fun loving people and its informal way of life make Greece a captivating holiday destination. 
  

   

Athens 
  
Athens, with its glorious past, is today a unique, sprawling, bustling city. There is a curious blend of east and west 
in modern day Athens - the street vendors and colorful markets are reminiscent of Turkish Bazaars - whilst the 
neoclassical mansions remind one that Athens was known as the 'Paris of the Mediterranean'. For the visitor 
Athens' charm lies in its very special visual and sensual appeal - from marble ruins to balconies bulging with 
colorful geraniums, squares fringed with orange trees, labyrinthine streets, delectable food and the haunting 
sound of the bouzouki.  
The Acropolis, crowned by the Parthenon, stands supreme over the city. Flanked by the Erechtheion with its 
columns of maidens and the Theatre of Dionysos on the southern slopes, its grandeur is visible from almost 
everywhere in the city. Be sure to visit the Royal Gardens, Parliament Square with the Greek National Guards in 
full costume guarding the tomb of the Unknown Soldier and the National Archeological Museum with its 
unsurpassed collection of antiquities. 
Today the people of Athens give the city its true identity and vitality. To experience this energy visit the Plaka 
area, a maze of narrow streets at the foot of the Acropolis, that truly comes alive after dark with the scent of 
flowers and the throb of music - here you can experience the true, seductive charm of Greece. 
  

   

Ocean 
  
Wherever you go in Greece, you're not far from the sea. The country has over 15 000km of coastline - more than 
any other country of its size in the world. But it's more than just the sea and the sun that make this destination 
such an inviting one - it's the color of the sea, the color of the sky, the brilliance of the white buildings against all 
this spectacular blueness, the magical quality of the many islands, each unique in its own way, offering a 
paradise holiday full of fun, sand and water.  
 

  

Islands 
 
Islands are synonymous with Greece. The peninsula, mainland Greece, is surrounded by some 1400 islands of 
which 160 odd are inhabited. The islands are divided into six groups: the Cyclades, the Ionian, the Dodecanese, 
the islands of the North-eastern Aegean, the Sportades and the Saronic Gulf Islands. The two largest islands, 
Crete and Evia, do not belong to any group. Each island has its own enchanting character - dusk 'til dawn 
nightlife, sleepy fishing village tavernas, broad swatches of beach, secluded coves and mythical ruins are just 
some of the island attractions. 

  
 Corfu 

  
Corfu, in the Mediterranean, is the most northerly of the Greek Islands and forms part of the Ionian 
group. Corfu is renowned for its golden beaches, its beautiful green countryside and its mellow pace of 
life. For many years the island fell under Venetian rule and later became a British protectorate. These 
influences can be seen in the Renaissance and Georgian style architecture on the island.  

  
 Crete 
 

Crete is where beauty and history go hand in hand. The island is almost a country in itself due to its vast 
size. Here one finds the fantastic ruins of the Palace of Knossos, believed to be the Mythical labyrinth of 
King Minos. The island is blessed with towering mountains, deep gorges and caves, and mile after mile of 
shimmering olive groves and fabulous beaches. 

  

 
(Continued on page 11) 
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About Greece (2) 

 Kos 
 
Kos, a green and gentle member of the Dodecanese group is renowned as the birthplace of Hippocrates, 
the  great physician of antiquity and father of medicine, but with 40km of wonderful beaches it is also a 
vibrant holiday scene. The best way of getting around is simply by bike. Everyone cycles here and the 
island is only 8km wide and 40 km long. 

  
 Mykonos 

 
Mykonos in the Cyclades, is undoubtedly the most cosmopolitan and fashionable of all the Greek Islands. 
Trendy beaches, chic boutiques and exotic nightlife all vie for the attention of the tourist. During the day 
explore the island where hundreds of tiny chapels dot the landscape and sheep graze in the shadows of 
whitewashed windmills. Sun worshippers make for the now famous Paradise Beach for an "all over" tan! 
In the evening head for Mykonos town, centered around the harbour. It is packed with bars, restaurants 
and discos.  

  
 Paros 

 
Paros is another lovely Cyclades island where life centres around the quaint harbour - here one finds 
most of the hotels, restaurants and bars. You can hire a moped for the day and explore the island and its 
many beaches or take excursions to the nearby islands of Naxos or Antiparos. 
  

 Patmos 
 
Patmos is another important member of the Dodecanese group. It is here that the exiled St John the 
Divine wrote Revelations. The Monastery of St John, built on one of the islands highest points, houses 
priceless icons and manuscripts. 
  

 Rhodes 
 
Rhodes in the Dodecanese, has remained eternally popular with sun seekers around the world. During 
the day explore the wild, rugged uninhibited countryside or the splendid medieval town with its cobbled 
streets. And when the sun sets, Rhodes famous and sophisticated nightlife needs no introduction. 
  

 Samos 
 
Samos, one of the North Eastern Aegean islands is separated from Turkey by the straits of Mykaland. It 
boasts a rugged coastline dotted with sandy coves and shingled beaches. Renowned for its wine, leather 
tanning and crafts there is plenty of local sightseeing. Visit the Temple of Hera in the town Pythagorion - 
birthplace of the mathematician Pythagoras - or venture across the sea to Turkey and the ancient city of 
Ephesus. 
  

 Skiathos 
 
Skiathos in the Sporades presents a vista of olive groves, rolling hills, fragrant pine forests and beautiful 
coastline fringed with more than 60 golden beaches. Watersports abound - waterskiing, windsurfing and 
snorkelling. The main town of Skiathos is a maze of narrow streets, filled with charming antique shops 
and quaint boutiques. 
  

 Santorini 
 
Santorini, a volcanic island, is perhaps the most breathtaking of all theCyclades with its capital Thira 
standing high on the cliffs above the harbour and accessible only by cable-car or an exhilirating donkey 
trip up hundreds of winding stairs. Relax on one of the beaches, explore the cliff-top shops, restaurants 
and bars or take an excursion to the active volcanic island of Nea Kameni or the site of the lost city of 
Atlantis.  

  

 
Credits 
Information by ATO (Associated Tour Operators) and Thompsons 
Pictures by Emmanual and Yahoo! Picture Gallery 

  

(Continued from page 10) 
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About Cyprus / Kipros (1) 
Why Cyprus?  
 
This beautiful island, birthplace of Aphrodite, Goddess of Love, is one of the largest islands in the Mediterranean, 
with a long tradition of welcoming visitors to its shores. There are many historical sites to explore, picturesque 
villages to discover, monasteries nesting in the pine forest valleys of the Troodos Mountains, not to mention 
some of the finest beaches in the Mediterranean, where you can relax in the sun and swim in the clear blue sea. 
 
   

 Limassol 
 
Limassol is the island's second most important cultural centre and a thriving holiday resort. Famous for 
its sweeping 7-mile stretch of seafront, it offers some of the island's very best shopping and cultural 
attractions and prides itself on its cosmopolitan atmosphere. Centre of Cyprus' wine trade, it's also host 
to an annual wine festival every September. There's lots to see, including the Roman ruins of the Curium, 
Kolossi Castle and Petra Tou Romiou (Aphrodite's Rock) 

  

 Ayia Napa 
 
Ayia Napa is a popular resort with some of the island's best bays and beaches, including the famous Nissi 
Beach, as well as a variety of water-sports - water skiing, snorkelling, windsurfing and parasailing. At 
night, the resort comes to life, with its harbour-side restaurants, tavernas and disco's offering everything 
from a quiet romantic evening to traditional dancing and bouzouki playing in the old village square. 

  

 Paphos Town 
 
Paphos Town, on the island's south-west coast, is full of Cypriot charm, narrow alleyways and a host of 
impressive hotels offering every conceivable water-based activity. The tombs of the Kings, The Odeum, 
the House of Dionysus and, of course, Paphos Castle, are just a handful of the fascinating sites for visitors 
to explore. Souvenir shops selling traditional lace, leather and pottery stand shoulder to shoulder with 
tavernas and seafood restaurants - but for the best bargains, head for the town's bustling open-air 
market. 

  

 Lefkosia 
  
 Lefkosia is the world's only divided capital. 
 
 

  
Map 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 13) 

  Home      Previous      Next     

http://www.tiamari.com
http://www.bemotivatedtoday.com/60561
http://www.bemotivatedtoday.com/60561


Contents: 
 
 

Cover Page 

Home 

Pictures 
Maps & Stuff 

Greek Flag 

About Greece 
About Cyprus 
Learn Greek 
Greek Music 
Greek Food 
Greek Tradition 
Greek Orthodox 
History of Greece 
Modern Greece 
Weather in Greece 
General Info 
Visit Greece & Cyprus 
Immigration Info 
Message from Tiamari 
 

 
  

 
 
 

Tiamari.com 

About Cyprus / Kipros (2) 
  
   

Cyprus related links 
 
Government Of Cyprus [ Cyprus | USA ] mirror. 
Kypros-Net The World of Cyprus. 
The Cyprus Home Page. 
University of Cyprus Home Page. 
Kypros List at DUTH. 
Lista Kypros at MIT. 
Cyprus Problem 
Logonet (logodiktyo). 
The Cyprus Sports Page. 
The Cyprus Lobby Page Page. 
YourCyprus.com 
 
 
 

Pictures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Credits 
Information by Thompsons Tours  
Pictures provided by Peter Kallides (Hellas Financial Services) 
Links by Hellas 
 
 

(Continued from page 12) 
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Learn Greek (1) 

Is it all Greek to you? 
 
You can speak a little Greek already!  
According to Aristides Konstantinides' book The Greek words in the English Language there are 45,729 Greek 
words in English! 
There are also a large number of English loan words in the Greek language! 
By far the better way to learn Greek is to spend some quality time in Greece. But you can also attend lessons 
locally, use a "teach yourself" book, or do it on the internet. 
 

Attend a Greek course locally  
 
Conversational Greek is taught at schools worldwide (usually done at no charge). Enquire at the local Greek 
Orthodox Church.  (If you are shy, and living around East London, South Africa, contact Tiamari for an 
introduction.) 
 

Teach yourself Greek online 
 
A fun (and humorous) way to start is from the following site - it couldn't be simpler, and the whole course is 
downloadable, with cleverly designed computerized exercises. 
 
Introduction to Modern Greek - course covering the alphabet, numbers, and grammar. By J. David Eisenberg. 
(RECOMMENDED)  (Contact Tiamari for more help) 
 
Follow these links for alternative options: 
 
Learn Greek Online - offers Greek tutorials and lessons online in both English and Italian versions. 
Learn Greek on the Internet! - learn Greek with the use of 105 (twenty minute each) real audio lessons. 
Greek Language - explains modern Greek grammar - from verbs to nouns to adjectives.  
Learn Modern Greek - Eanorel's experimental website - also useful for general info about Greece. 
 
Further links to help you: 
 
Greek Spell Checker 
Install Greek Fonts 
Greek Dictionary 
Greek-English, English-Greek crosswords Some samples of crosswords which will increase the grammatical 
knowledge of students learning Greek or English without having to refer to a dictionary. 
 

 
 

Get a book and teach yourself Greek  
 
A good book for this purpose is GREEK: a complete course for beginners (Author: Aristarhos Matsukas) It comes 
with a cassette tape for pronunciation guidance. 
Another book & cassette option is the Hugo Course "Greek in three months" - The book explains grammar 
clearly and the 4 cassettes are invaluable! 
 
  

Online English/ Greek Dictionary  
 
Dictionary 
 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Learn Greek (2) 
 
  

The history of the Greek language  
 
Alexandros presents: History 
Greek Language History (as presented by Greek Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 
  
 

Get inspiration from Tiamari 
 
I would just love to get someone started in Greek lessons—I am not Greek and I can not yet speak the language, 
but I have a vast background by now, and enough knowledge to teach the basics.  If you need help with the 
basics, or just need inspiration, contact  me. 
 
 
 
 
Credits 
Picture by Hellas 
 

(Continued from page 16) 
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Greek Music 
Songs of Greece  
 
When the Bouzouki plays... 
Greek music is truly universal. You don't need to understand Greek to be 
moved by it!  The rhythm and sound has a calming effect - it has the ability 
to transpose the listener to another time and place... 

   

 Anna Vissi  
 
 Listen to a song by Anna Vissi on her official website.  

  

 
 Alexandros'  Collection 
  
 A large collection of songs (various artists) and other audio material, supplied by Alexandros.com. 
 http://alexandros.com/audio/real/english.html 
 http://alexandros.com/audio/real/greek.html 

   
  
 Ellatha  
   

  

  
 Live Greek Radio in RealAudio 
  
 Links by Alexandros - There is a whole lot of Radio links on this page!   
 Alexandros' favourite links 
  
 My personal favourite Radio links:   
 Hellenic Public Radio (ERA 1) in RealAudio (Athens)  ***** 
 Antenna 97.5 FM in RealAudio (Thessaloniki) 
 CHIR FM in RealAudio (Ontario, Canada)  ************* 
 Flash 96.1 FM in RealAudio (Athens)  ***************** 
 Hellenic Radio 107.5 FM in RealAudio (Chicago) 
 Hellenic Radio 3 102 FM in RealAudio (Thessaloniki) 
 Hxw 99.6 FM in RealAudio (Kalamata) 
 Klik 88.0 FM in RealAudio (Athens)  ***************** 
 LoveRadio 99 FM in RealAudio (Athens) 
 Radio Gold 105.0 FM in RealAudio (Athens) 
 Radiohoros 98.7 FM in RealAudio (Thessaloniki)  ******** 
 
 More Radio Links: 
 Immediately listen to live Greek radio over the net!  (radio links are on the orange/gray boxes)  
 ERA radio - The Voice of Greece. Elliniki radiofwnia. 

  

 
Credits 
Picture from Paint Shop Pro 5 ClipArt collection 
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Greek Food 
Table for Two?  
 
If you just LOVE olives and cheese, then this is for you! 

  

  
Food talk 
 
Favorites are definitely Souvlakia (chicken or beef skewers) and Dolmades (meat balls 
wrapped in leaves, topped with lemon sauce)!  

  

  
Recipes  
 
 YourCyprus-CookBook - Cyprus Recipes 
 Greek Cuisine - Divine Pleasure! 
 CookBook - Tried and Tested Recipes (will be available soon) 

  

 
Other Topics & Links 
 
 The Greek Cheese page!   
 Tips  (www.netlife.gr/kitchen/tips/) 
 News (www.netlife.gr/kitchen/news/) 

  

 

 
Credits 
Picture from Paint Shop Pro 5 ClipArt collection 
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Greek Tradition 
Traditions  
 
Ah!  What will Greece be without tradition? 

   

 
Religion & Celebrations 
 
By far the most important of all traditions is the part that Greek 
Orthodoxy plays in the lives of the people.  
Easter (Pasga) is a big event for which the Greeks prepare with a 40 day fast. It also includes other rituals, like the 
"red egg" tradition. 
Icons of Christ (Christos), The Mother of Christ (Panayia), and the Saints are often found in the homes of Greeks. 
More about Greek Orthodoxy here 

  

 
Music 
 
When the Bouzouki plays… 
(See the Music Page) 
 

  
Olive Oil 
 
It is said that all the olive trees in Athens were descended from the first olive tree offered 
by Athena.  
 
According to Homer, the olive tree has been thriving in Greece for over 10,000 years. It 
was considered sacred and according to Solon's law, anyone who uprooted or destroyed 
an olive tree, was judged in court and if found guilty, was sentenced to death. 
 
The Secrets of Olive Oil 
  

 
Komboloi  (worry beads) 
 
A Greek habit that is here to stay...  
Rediscovery of a Tradition 
 

  
Favourite Game 
 
Better learn to play backgammon before visiting Greece! 
 
  

Greek Dancing 
 
Asteria Greek Dancing Page.  
Greek Orthodox Folk Dance Festival(FDF) 
 

  
Periptero  
 
All over the cities of Greece, little one-man stalls called "peripteros" (singular form: periptero) can be found. 
These are the main suppliers of cigarettes, magazines, sweets, phone cards...  everyday necessities.  

  

 

 
Credits 
Picture from Paint Shop Pro 5 ClipArt collection 

 

  Home      Previous      Next     

http://www.tiamari.com
http://www.bemotivatedtoday.com/60561
http://www.bemotivatedtoday.com/60561
http://www.geocities.com/horizonopa/oonumbers.html
http://www.greece.org/hellas/press/komboloi.html
http://www.vic.com/asteria
http://www.greece.org/FDF/
http://www.geocities.com/horizonopa/oonumbers.html


Contents: 
 
 

Cover Page 

Home 

Pictures 
Maps & Stuff 

Greek Flag 

About Greece 
About Cyprus 
Learn Greek 
Greek Music 
Greek Food 
Greek Tradition 
Greek Orthodox 
History of Greece 
Modern Greece 
Weather in Greece 
General Info 
Visit Greece & Cyprus 
Immigration Info 
Message from Tiamari 
 

 
  

 
 
 

Tiamari.com 

Greek Orthodox 
 

Greek Orthodox Religion  
 
Of all citizens of the Hellenic Republic 97,6% are Greek Orthodox. 
 

  

More about the Greek Orthodox Church 
 
The Greek Orthodox Church is autocephalous, with its own Charter but indissolubly united in doctrine with the 
Great Church of Constantinople, i.e. the Ecumenical Patriarchate. On the peninsula of Chalkidiki, located in 
southeastern Macedonia, is the famous Mount Athos, where a number of monasteries of the Greek Orthodox 
Church form, as they have for centuries, an autonomous monastic community. 
 
   

Further Information & Links  
 
At www.stamatina.com you will find a whole lot of general information and further links regarding the Greek 
Orthodox Church. (Look for the Greece/Hellas button.) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Credits 
Information about the Greek Orthodox religion by Greek National Tourism Organization 
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History of Greece 
The Ancient Story  
 
Greece is considered to be the oldest civilization. Imagine all the pages of history that has ever been written 
about it... 
 
   

 History Summary 
 
 What was I thinking?!  
 I better get some help with this topic!  
   
 

 Constantinoupolis 
 
 Constantinoupolis: The Historic City's past and present! 

 
  

 More History 
 
 Browse these links for more information: 
 Historical Review  (www.tufts.edu/org/hellenic/history-ancient.html) 
  
 
 
Credits 
Statue Picture from Unknown Source 
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Modern Greece 
 

Greece Now!  
 
Greece is an awesome combination of the Ancient 
and the Ultra-Modern. 
Structures of previous centuries stand proudly in the 
midst of awe-inspiring skyscrapers and city slick - an 
arrangement that lends itself to a culture of pride and 
success, with tradition and progress co-existing in a 
perfect balance. (T) 

 
   

Athens & The Islands 
 
Athens is a bustling city, spreading out from the foot of the magnificent Acropolis, with a vibrancy that makes it 
one of Europe's most exciting cities.  
 
There's an astonishing reminder of ancient Athens, visible wherever you go, in the columns of the once-vast 
Temple of Olympian Zeus, the impressive Hadrian's Arch, the marble Panathenaic Stadium built for the first 
modern Olympic Games in 1896, the Theatre of Dionysos, built during the 6th Century BC and the Odeon of 
Herodes Atticus, which dates back to the 2nd Century AD. 
 
  

Past and Present 
 
Constantinoupolis: The Historic City's past and present! 
  
  
Credits 
Information by Thompsons and Tiamari 
Picture by Greek National Tourism Organization 
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Weather In Greece 
The Weather in Greece  
 
Winters are fairly cold, with occasional snow in some areas - temperatures between -2°C and 10°C. 
Summers are hot - temperatures between 24°C and 35°C, and sometimes as high as 40°C  
  
 

Current Weather Report  
 
Current weather in Athens. 
  
 

Temperature Chart 
 

Temperatures are in °C 
  
 
 
Credits 
Information by ATO (Associated Tour Operators) 
Picture from Paint Shop Pro 5 ClipArt collection 
 

City Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Athens 9 10 12 15 20 25 27 27 24 20 15 11 

Mykonos 12 14 14 16 21 24 27 27 24 20 16 13 

Rhodes 14 14 16 19 23 27 29 29 27 23 19 16 

Santorini 11 11 12 15 19 23 25 24 22 19 15 12 
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General Info 
This and That  
 
Get acquainted with Hellas!   
Learn more about the Population, Religion, Language, Geography, Politics...   
 

The Population 
 
The capital city Athens is home to roughly 6.000.000 people, with a total population of ±11.000.000 in the whole 
of Greece.  
 
More than 4 million Greeks are estimated to live abroad, including over 2 million in America. 
Sex distribution in 2001 was:  Male 49,6% and Female 50,4% 
 
Density in 2001 was: 82,9 inhabitants per sq. km 
  

The Religion 
 
Of all citizens of the Hellenic Republic 97,6% are Greek Orthodox; 1,3% Muslim; 0,4% Roman Catholic; 0,1% 
Protestant; 0,6% Other, including Jews.  More about Greek Orthodoxy here 
  

 
The Language 
 
The Greek language with a documented record spanning three and a half millennia is a strong element of 
national continuity. Modern Greek derives from the same idiom used by Homer. Greek is also the language of 
the Gospels. The Greek alphabet and the Greek language have contributed much to all Western languages. 
Today's Greeks, however, are the only ones who ensure this linguistic continuity. In this respect Greek is to be 
distinguished sharply from Latin which generated numerous neo-Latin languages from Romanian to Portuguese 
before it became itself extinct.  Learn to speak the Greek language  
 
  

Geography 
 
Highest Mountain: Olympos in Makedonia - 2.904 meters 
 
There are 21 lakes which total 59,890 hectares in area (and 14 artificial lakes), while the 33 deltas of the Greece 
rivers cover 327,100 hectares.  
 
Longest river: Aliakmon - 297km 
  

 
Politics & News 
 
Greece is a peaceful country. Politics is academic rather than epidemic.  
Greece has virtually no crime, and is home to a gun-free society.  Casualties are largely due to road accidents. 
 
More about Greek politics and news at these links: 
www.greece.org/hellas/root.html 
www.eot.gr/3/08/gc80000.html 
  
  

More Information 
 
Information about Greece 
More General Information about Greece 
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Visit Greece & Cyprus 
Visit Greek Territory  
 
Go on - just DO it! 
   
 

Important Information 
 
When visiting Greece, please take note of their strict policy against drugs.   
Certain generally accepted medical substances (i.e. codeine) may be illegal in Greece. If you need to take any 
medicine on your trip, make sure you check with your travel agent first.  
  

 
Travel Requirements 
 
South African Passport & Visa Requirement Schedule here 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE PAGES ARE OUTDATED AT THIS POINT  
 
I will update the information (as well as prices) as soon as I get a chance! In the meantime, just view these as a 
general idea of what to expect. Current visa cost is around R1,500. 
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Visit Greece & Cyprus >  Visa (1) 
Passport & Visa Requirements 
 
Please note that the following information should be viewed as a guideline only, and can change. 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE PAGES ARE OUTDATED AT THIS POINT  
 
I will update the information (as well as prices) as soon as I get a chance! In the meantime, just view these as a 
general idea of what to expect. Current visa cost is around R1,500. 
 
  

List of Requirements 
 
* UPDATED BY VERUSHA AS AT 15 JULY 2002 * 
 
See Schengen for the Schengen Agreement 

 Passport valid for at least 6 months after the visa will be issued.  Other passports are acceptable only for 
permanent residents of South Africa. 

 Temporary passports are not allowed. 

 One passport photograph (recent). 

 One application form (please print in capital letters and sign and ensure that this form is fully completed) 

 Original air ticket specify entry & exit from Greece or a Schengen state (+ photocopy of ticket).  In the case of 
a different final destination, the visa of this country is required. 

 Foreign exchange stamped inside passport & on air ticket:   R300 per day plus payment receipt of hotel 
accommodation (+ photocopy) or legal invitation from Greece. If the passenger cannot submit proof of 
accommodation, a daily amount of R700 is required. 

 Letter of employment. 

 Travel insurance (photocopy). 

 For organized tours is required the original payment slip of Tour  Operator (+ photocopy) & the schedule 
(itinerary) of the specific tour. 

 For those under 18 years is required the parental consent signed by both parents at consulate or stamped by 
police or a Commissioner of Oath.  Foreign exchange for minors 300 USD, plus 18 USD per day. 

 If there are children in the passport, which are not traveling with the holder, an affidavit is required to prove 
this. 

  

Cost/ Delay  
 
* UPDATED BY VERUSHA AS AT 15 JULY 2002 * 
 
See Schengen for the Schengen Agreement 
 
(NB! Please confirm visa costs as they are subject to fluctuation) 
C o s t: Prices include application fee 
Airport or Transit Visa (up to two entries)               - R108.00 
Tourist Visa up to 30 days (1 or Multiple Entry)      - R255.00 
Tourist Visa, 31-90 days (One or Two Entries)       - R302.00 
Tourist Visa, 31-90 days (Multiple Entries)             - R350.00 
(Visas will have to be paid on day of application in cash.) 
 
D e l a y:  
 
Time of delivery for individuals 7-14 days and for groups at least 15 working days from the submission of 
the application. No last minute visas issued. 
Please ensure that the visa applications reach the Consulate 10 working days before departure day. 
For emergency cases inform the visa officer only between 13h00-14h00. 
In order to collect visas, messengers must produce receipt/collection slip issued by consular offices. 
 
(Note - Check your visas details at delivery, in case of disagreement, please contact us immediately.  The 
Consulate retains the right to issue of a different type or duration than those required in the application form.  If 
the applicant does not inform us, he has to conform to the specifications of the visa as it is issued). 
  

(Continued on page 28) 
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Visit Greece & Cyprus >  Visa (2) 
 
 

Notes  
 
* UPDATED BY VERUSHA AS AT 15 JULY 2002 * 
 
See Schengen for the Schengen Agreement 
 
- Tourist Visas issued to S.A. passport holders are valid for only one entry to Greece.  
- Multiple entries are available only if proof is presented of travel arrangements out of and return to Greece and 
only for business purposes. 
- Foreign passport holders who are permanent residents of S.A. (except British, Irish, Greek passport holders) 
need a re-entry visa for South Africa. 
- Children under the age of 21 traveling on their own passport or on their parents passports must have a consent 
form which is signed by both parents in front of police or commissioner of oath. In the case of the death of one 
parent, death certificate is required (traveling alone or with their parents) in case of divorce, proof of custody is 
required. 
 
-*-N.B.-*- 
All Citizens of countries not members of the EU (European Union) must have the equivalent of 600 USD in any 
kind of currency (Germany Marks or French Francs etc) just to enter Greece and 35 USD for each day  
they stay in Greece.  Minor children 50 pct of the daily minimum requirement of an adult. 
 
* Other *   
Prohibition of Codeine only in Greece: 
Visitors to Greece should note that the analgesic/cough suppressant Codeine is prohibited in this country. 
Visitors are warned that possession of Codeine containing medicines in Greece could result in 
prosecution. The public is urged to ascertain that Codeine is not present in medicines that are taken to Greece. 
Medicines that often contain Codeine are painkillers cough mixtures and cold remedies. 
  

Contact Details 
 
* UPDATED BY VERUSHA AS AT 15 JULY 2002 * 
 
Johannesburg * Greek Consulate-General 
Telephone No   : (011) 214 2300 
Fax No         : (011) 214 2304 
E-mail Address : consulate@grconsulatejhb.co.za 
Street Address : Orbach Place 261 Oxford Road Illovo 2196 
Postal Address : P.O. Box 2405  Houghton  2041 
Office Hours   : 09h00-12h30 Mon-Fri, Wednesdays closed for visa applications & collections 
 
All other months - Travel Agents are asked not to phone during visiting hours 9:00-12:30.  Calls will be accepted 
between 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm - only  serious queries will be answered agents are advised to consult Travelinfo as 
the visa section is extremely busy. 
  
 
 
Credits 
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Picture by Hellas 
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Immigration Info (1) 
Change your Habitat  
 
There are 11 million reasons to relocate to Greece. It is not a question of  "why" - but rather "how"!  
 
  

What you need to know 
 
First of all you need to know that Greece don't need you - you need Greece! 
You are looking at a country with a zero-poverty situation. Education is free and the youth is being encouraged 
to qualify themselves as professionals. There is no shortage of skilled workers.   
Whatever your qualification, you will need a generous portion of divine intervention to get citizenship in this 
great country. 
 
The centralization of Europe does not make things any easier either. 
  

 
The good news 
 
The good news is...  that it is possible.  
  

 
Procedures 
 
Before you can apply for a Visa-D (working visa) you will have to find employment in Greece. Once you have a 
position secured, you can apply for this visa at your local Greek Consulate. 
 
You will need the following documentation: 
 
Your passport 
Proof of employment in Greece (containing your personal information, earning details, job description as well as 
employment location) 
Your full Curriculum Vitae 
A Schengen Employment Application Form (obtainable from a local Employment Agency) 
Police Clearance (usually takes about 28 days to finalize) 
Medical Certificate (obtainable from your local GP)  
A working visa is one-way entry and valid for 3 months.   
 
Once you are in Greece you must immediately apply for temporary residence at your local Greek Municipality. 
This application usually takes about 2 months to finalize, and is valid for one year. You will have to renew it 
annually. 
 
More about Schengen visas here: 
www.greekembassy.org 
 
Should you be married to a Greek citizen, you will be entitled to a Greek passport after a period of 5 years. Read 
more about marriage laws and procedures in Greece here: 
www.usmarriagelaws.com/search/europe/greece/index.shtml  
www.greecetravel.com/weddings/embassy.html  
  
 

Embassies 
 
Find your nearest Greek Embassy or Consulate 
 
Other Links & Details: 
Embassies of Greece in north and south America 
Greek Consulate in South Africa (Pretoria): Tel: +27-(12)430-7351  
  
 
 

 

(Continued on page 30) 
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Immigration Info 

Employment 
 
Au-Pair Information: 
 
The applicant must follow a study course. 
Age 25-45 

 
Teaching English: 
 
Anglo-Hellenic Teacher Recruitment (Training) 
Anglo-Hellenic Teacher Recruitment (Job Description & Details) 
Anglo-Hellenic Teacher Recruitment (Qualifications) 
Anglo-Hellenic Teacher Recruitment (Remuneration & Cost of Living) 

 
Household & Hotel Work: 
 
Aeolos Employment Agency  
Holiday Inn 
 
Cruise Ships: 
 
Maritime Employment and deviations from other employment relationships  

 
Employment Services: 
 
European section of Greek Employment Service (OA ED - Organismos Apasholisseos Ergatikou Dynamikou) - 
Tel:: +30-1-998-9000,  Address: Ethnikis Antistasis 8, GR-16610, Glyfada, Athens - List of Offices 
Emboriko & Viomichaniko Epimelitirio - Write for information on Greek companies.  Tel: +30-1-362-
2157,  Address: Athinon, Akadimias 7-9, GR-106 71, Athens 

 
General: 
 
Labourmobility.com (General Info & Tips) 
EscapeArtist.com (Job Openings in Greece) 
Ellatha.com (General Info re Work Options) 
General Info re Work Permits in Greece 
Work Permits & Penalties 
Working in Greece  
How to Find Work  
About Public Employment Agencies and the OAED  
  
 

Other Helpful Sites  
 
Society Vertical Portal  (a directory where you will find general immigration information) 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Information regarding Translations) 
Monster (Etiquette Guide on Greece) 
  
 

More Information 
 
We are continually in the process of collecting more detailed information on immigration regulations and/or 
procedures. You may contact us at email@tiamari.com if you have any specific questions. 
Please note however that this website is for information purposes only. We are not in a position to issue visas or 
permits of any kind whatsoever. Please contact your nearest Greek Embassy in order to make an application. 
  
Credits 
Picture from Paint Shop Pro 5 ClipArt collection 
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Thank You! 
Message from Tiamari 
 
THANK YOU for sharing my dream with me. 
 
I sincerely apologise for the huge amount of outdated information. There are also probably many external links 
that are not working anymore..  I will check all the links again as soon as I get a chance. 
 
Unfortunately I do not earn any income from this part of my website, and I therefore do not have the luxury of 
spending a lot of time on this section.  
 
In the meantime, please view this document with the purpose for which it was intended in mind: sharing an 
interest in Greece with others. 
 
I hope you are as excited about “everything Greek” as I am - if you have any comments (or advice), please 
contact me at email@Tiamari.com. 
 
Thank you once again! 
 
Tiamari 
www.tiamari.com 
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